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Classification of Higher Education Institutions and Gifted
Teacher Education Programs in the United States
9. Accredited Public Higher Education Institutions

Yasuhiro HONDA

Visiting Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, Teikyo Junior College

[abstract]
[Purpose] It was surveyed all the accredited four-year and graduate higher education institutions in the United
States. The surveyed institutions were classified and counted out state by state. This is reported number of classified
public institutions and their situation changes.
[Methods] All the institutions were surveyed through the “College Navigator” site of National Center of
Educational Statistics, Department of Education, and home page of each institution from March 2017 to May
2019 and were re-surveyed between January and June in 2022. The accredited public four-year institutions were
classified into the two groups, that is, four-year institutions and primarily associate's institutions (PAI). Each
institution of the two groups were categorized the following five groups, 1) comprehensive institutions, 2) multiple
campus-comprehensive institutions, 3) historically black colleges and universities (HBCU), and 4) tribal colleges
and universities (TCU), and 5) special focus institutions. The special focus institutions were divided into the three
groups, that were, 6) health professions, and engineering and technology group, 7) low and business group, &)
music and arts group, and 9) the military academy.
[Results] From 2015 to June 2022, two institutions were newly established. An institution was divided into
two and one of it was absorbed with other. There were 3 cases of institutions merged with others, and fourteen
institutions incorporated others. Six institutions had situation change, such as, from four-year to PAI, or its inverse,
and etc. There were two cases of institutions’ name change and two cases of move to new place. The number of
four-year institutions is 559, that is, 1) 282 (50.4%), 2) 188 (33.8%), 3) 39 (7.0%), 4) 2 (0.4%), and 5) 48 (8.6%).
Special focus institutions consist of 6) 34 (6.1%), 7) 8 (included one HBCU, 1.4%), 8) 4 (included one TCU, 0.7%),
and 9) 2 (0.4%). The number of PAI is 178, which consisted 1) 98 (55.1% of all PAIl), 2) 62 (34.8%), 4) eleven
TCU (6.2%), and 5) 7 (3.9%).
[ Discussion/Conclusion] NCES was proposed “Digest of Education Statistics” every year, but there was no

statistics data of four-year institutions excluded PAI and number of PAI themselves.

[Key words] the United States, Accredited Higher Education Institution, Four-year Higher Education Institution,
Public Higher Education Institution, Comprehensive Higher Education Institution, Multiple Campus
Higher Education Institution, Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Tribal Colleges and
Universities, Special Focus Higher Education Institution, Primarily Associate's Higher Education

Institution
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